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: Morris T. Eng, Supervisor paTE: Feb. 26, 1975

Hydrologic Bervices Unit

: James Nye, Hydrologist

Hydrologic Services Unit
SPIT ~ OTTERTAIL LAKE, OTTERTAIL COUNTY

The unique sand spit at the north end of Ottertall Lake was the
original name sake of Ottertail Lake, Rivewrand County,

The discharge of the River at this polnt has formed a sand spit that
averages about 100 feet wide and tapérs as it extends a mile in
length to the southeast.

The northwestern portion of the sand bar which is called Rleasure

is connected to the mainland and developed with cottages. The
southeastern portion near the mouth of the river ls undeveloped and
forms a breakwater to protect the frontage of an area lmow as
"Paulson's Addition."

The spit in the past has been breached from time to time by gﬁh
water- causin.ghganew charnnel on the northwest portion of the .
This chamme be

en maintained for e lake access b opert;
owners an t end of the river. oy v pr f

Some times the mouth of the river becomes blocked by sand and the

river is impounded behind the southern gﬂortian of the sand splt.
When this occurs the flow of the river shimted to the laks

instead of traveling the entire length of the dand bar. The flow of
the river tends to improve the new channel and cause the former
mouth ard back water area to become blocked and form a marrow
enclosed lake area.

It should be noted that property owners of '"Pleasure park' take
advantage of the probected waters of the river for their boat docks
and so favor the channel on the northwestern end of the sand bar
because it shortens the boat run to the lake. Conversely, the
residences of Paulson's addition are concerned about the still water
and back of laks access caused by the blocked channel in the bay
behind the sand bar.

In 1969 permit P.A. 69-1203 was issued to Clarence Paulsan to recpen
the ariginal chammsel, block the existing chamnel, and improve 5
feet of the channel.

Public sentiment and a subsequent lstter from Mr. Paulson requested
that the northern channel continue to be kept open.
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Compounding the situation 1s the fact that there is not sufficient
flow of water in the river during low river stages to maintain the
cutlets and so the up river opening tends to becoms dominant.

It 1s reported that ercsion of the sand bar is now occurring.
Roglonal Hydrologist Jerry Paul has been contacted by local reai-
dences about a plan for stabilizing the spit with timbers (esti~
mated coet $3,000.00 for 500-700 feet of timbering).

Representative oe Graba has also been reparted to be willing to
epansor & blll to preserve the area as a histaric site,

This raises the questions:

1. Does DNR wish to become involved in atabilizing the
sand bar. Under "natural conditions" the spit has
maintained it self eince man has settled in the area.

A depoait suchaaaapitisﬂmetanﬂngthingm
under natural conditions deposits sand at e time and
removes it at ancther.

2. VWhat effect, if any, does the new chanmel have on
altering the deposition patberns that formed and main-
tainad the spit ariginally.

The following permits have been issued in regard to this matter:

P.A. T3~4011 - Memo dated April 17, 1973 G. Paul to L. Seymour -
To comstruct a breakwater - permit denied ~ 'The proposed wark
would transform the appearance of this natural phenomena into

a vertical wall navigation chammel." “It would seem to be

more important to preserve this unique natural feature for the
benefit of the overall public than to alter it for the con-
veniance of a camparitive few in a neow development plat,...
therefore, he (Mr. Paulson) should be comsigned to the fact
that it was his choicatodmlaplmdmmmuham:g
inherent flow problems and should accept on that basis.'....

P.A. 691203 - Re-open criginal chammel and Bloek existing
opening and improve 5000 feet of channel - application sub-
mitted by Clarence Paulsen - Subsequent lstter by Paulson
requested that northern channel also be lept open.

P.A. 69-1249 - Applicate James Merickel - To retum river to
its criginal course and open original mouth,

P.A. 61-531 - River breached sand bar in 1958, origlnal mouth

closed off. James AhLlf, Ottertail Vlillage couneil sbked that
original cutlst be restaorcd.

JN:kh
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Minnesota Conservation Department
GIVISION OF WATERS, SOILS AND MINERALS
Centennial Buildina, St. Paul. “Yinnesota 56101

-November 20, 1569
Mr. Clarence R. Paulson
6825 Winsdale North
Mirneapolis, Minnesota - 55427

Re: p.a,59-1203

Dear Sir:

Enclosei is a copy of the permit authorizing you to change the
course, current, or cross sectionm of Ottertall Lake and Ottertail

River, Ottertail Counvy.

Attacnsd is notice tv the rublic of tuae authorily under which
Lhis work is being done. This card is Lo be securely posted

in a conspicuous spoi at the site of oyerations before any work
ls started.

It i1s yeour responsibiliety to notify Lhis of'fice and the local
same warden before you undertake any work authorized by tne per-
mit in addition te complying with all of the provisions ther-of,.

Yeurs very truly,

Dirvector. Division of Watsrs,
Soils end Minerals

Enc: Permlit
Public Notice
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¥ 70-50 DIVISION OF WATERS, SOILS AND MINERALS _ P.A. ¥0.69-1203
Rev, 67 Centennial Office Building, St. Paul, Minnesota, ' —
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Clarence R. Paulson —A :.::::::
for a PERWIT TO CHANGE. THE COURSE, CURREXT, OR CROSS SECTION of Qttertail—t ‘n...-.am-‘g 31 -
River, Ottertail County, ;::l:::-

_ W e PERMIT -_paz.q-\'aGS‘

Pursuant to Minnesota Stotutes, Chapter 105. and on the basis of statements and o
spplication, letters, caps, end plans submitted by the applicent, and other supporting data, all of whic

pact héreof hy reference. PERMISSION IS NEREBY GRANTED to

h are made a

whoae address for the purpose of notices snd other communications pertaining to this permit is
fhi:h eddress is subject to change by writtien notice from the permities

To excavate and romove earthen materials from the beds of the Ottertail
River and Ottertail Lake in the construction of a 30' wide channel, 4°¢

in depth and 40' in length to re-establish a praviously exiating comnect-
ing channel between said waters, and abutting

PROFERTY DESURIBED ss: Government Lot 4, Scction 10, Township 134 North, Range 39

West, Ottertanil COUNTY
for the purporc of navigation improvement,

This permit in granted subject to the following GENERAL ond SPECIAL PROVISIONS:
GENERAL PROYISIONS

1. This permit is permissive only and shall not release the permittee from any lishilicy or obligation irpased by
Minnesotu Stotutes. Foderal Law or loeal ordinances relating thereto and shall vemain in foree subijert to gl) con-
ditions al limitations uow or hereafter imposed In |aw.

2. This permit is not ascienable except with the written vonsent of {he Commissioner of (onversarion,

. The Disecwor of the Divicion of Yaters, Suils and Minerals ghall be notified at beast five dnvs in advanse of the
tommeneenent of the work autherized heecunder and shall te nntilied of its completion withun Jive davs thereafter.
The notive of permiv ivsued by the Comissioner shall be hipt seonrely posted i o conspicuons place at the site of
Operations,

1. Yo chance shall be made. sithout weitven peinission peavionsly obtained from the Gmmissioner of Conrervation, in
the hodranlte dimensiona, saparity or lueation of any iteme of work authori zid herognides.

5. The perittee shall grant aocess o the site at all reasonable times during and after constrw tion to it hagizel
rebreseriatives of the Commasioner of Concervation for inspection of the work authorized kereonder,

A, Thie Permit may he terminated v the Commissioner of Conseryation, sithont notiie, at any time Lo deems 1t e es
sars for the ronsersation of the water resources nf the state, or in the interest of public health and wel fgre,
for vinlation of arv ol the provisions of this 2emmit, unless othersise provided in Lhe Special Provisions,

SPECIAL PROYISIONS

I. Construrtion work suthorized under this permit shall be completed on or hefore Hnm.har_an.._mm Upun
tﬂit;eudrequcsl to the Commissioner by the Permitice, staling the resson therefore. an extension af tyme may e
obtaincd.

I

II. The excaration of soil amhorized hercin shall unt be construed 1o melude the repoval of organic matter hglow

1 unless the aren from which such orpanic eniter o
teroved is impervious or is sealed by the application nf hentonste nfter exravatson,

1. 1n all ceses where the doing by the permittee of anything autharized by this permit shall invelve the
or damagping of anv property, cights or intetests of any other person or persons. or of any vuhlicly asned lands or
improvenents thereen or intecests therein, the permities, before roceeding therewith, shall ohtmin the writlen
consent of all persons. agencies. or suthorities cuncetned. and shell acquire all prapertv. riphts and inverents
necessary therefor.

IV. This ermit is permissive anly. No liability =hall he inposed upon or iocurced by the State of Minnesota or any of
its cfficers, acents or emplovees. officially or pcrsoual‘r. on sceount of the granting herenf or on arcount of any
damace to any persan or property resultine from any act or amission of the permittee or any of 1t= opents  enployers,
of runtractors relating to any metter hereunder  Thix permit shall not be construed us estoppine or Limit e any
Tepal Jiaims or rieht of action of nns persen other than the <lute ogainst the permittee. its sreots enplaoyees, aor
contracters, for unv damape or injurs resultine from ARy such sct oF vatasien, or as estoppiog or Listtine anv beead
tlap: or right of action of the state aguinst the permittee, its agents, employees, or comtractors for sinlatien of
b fadiure to e ply winh the provizions of the peesiy s applacable provisions of law

Lo An material evcasated v oauthorits of this

taking., using,

peteal nor materinl Tren any uther cource. excopt as apeeified herein
shall be ploced nr arn portion of the bed of said waters shich Jiee below

: o 1t shal® be the duty of the permi.tee 1o determine correetly all pertinent cfova
tions at the site of the work for the purpose of complying with the randitions of ths permil,
VI, Auwy extension of the surface of seid waters tesulting from work authnrized by this

purniit shall hecome pubfie waters
and left upen and unobstructed for use by the public

tover)



SPECLAL PROVISIONS

1
VIT. RBeceipt is hereby acknowledped of 7.80

ot rach
upder cosputed ot the rate af ten cents po. culac vard for sand and pravel and tao cents per cobee v For suck
ml o salt

Perminea

S IO T ceptane e o LT T T B
LR R S e e LT IrR

ar payment for 178 cutie varde of sand sravel

the estirated omwnnt of =watustal to le reaved Lere

vt ol el ket s eed beromder Ve pan iy sagrggge

e revatle o nhe state Teeasurer il debavered G0 e e tor, Miyysaen ot

ol
Waters sanle and Veworale, g Cccert 0t Vonsersad dety Cenaennnal (F11 W ddiv e, = Pyl Minees 1 33100, dir am
rareriel remosed ts the Ted o) pabde witers an o exenen af that ew estatated. w0 by abosve vate watiin thiriy days

stter conplevien wt the werh auth nzed Lereonder,

CC:

Paul Kruger

State Comservation Officer
Box 193

Perham, Minnesota 56373

Ottertail Villuge
ATTENTION: Jim Ahlfs, Clerk
Ottertail, Minnesotn 56571

LY SL s = S ST RS v S -

DATED AT ST. FAUL. MINNESOTA. THIS _R1st  pay o
Octobeyr . 1988

l.);_l’ﬂ RTMENT OF SERVATION
ﬂn""f"n‘-'n . . 5

¥
Bireetor, Myl=tan nf Tatera, S0i1ls wnd Winecrala




August 13, 1970 (;1’

Minnesota Conservation Department
Division of Waters, Soils & Minerals
Centennial Building

Saint Paul, Minnesota 5,101

Re: Permit Na, 69-1249

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the Ottertail Lake Properiy Owners
mssociation and the Conservation Department, we would
like the original permit araended as follcws-

Instead of clusing the chamnel {rcm the river into
Ottertail Lake, we will leave an opening 16 ft. in
width and approximately four to five feet in depth
to permit boat passage. This opening will be re-
inforced with rock as well as the banks on each
side of this opening.

The purpose of this request for amendment is to furnish
property owners lake access nearer their respective
properiy lines,

This work will be done by a local contractor and shall
be completed early this iall,

Sincerely,

Clayence R. Paulson

Co C
A it
James Mericke




|
Otter Tail Lake
Property Owners Association, .

Battle Lake, Minnesota

JELEPHONE 864-818) . - 2IP 56515
i “"EIVED

AUG 191970

Division ¢l Watets § w5 & mueral




August 25, 1970

Dept, of Conservation
Division of Lands & Minerals
Centennial Office Building
Saint Paul, Mlinnesota

Re:

Permits No. 16-1203 and 16-1249

Gentlemen:

In accordance with the Ottertail Lake Owners Association,
improvements are planncd as follows:

1,

This opening will be reduced to a width of 16 ft, and
a depth of approximately 4' to 5'. This opening will be
reinforced with rock as well as the banks on each side,
The peninsula north of this opening will be reinforced
with rock on the lake side to prevent further erorsion.

This scction of the river will have a uniform width of
530 fu,

This scction of the river has an area approximately 50 fi,
wide and 100 ft, long which will require removal of
material from the river beds to a depth of 4 {t, The
present depth is approximately 2 feet,

This opening will have an overall depth of 4 feet and
will be reinforced on the south side by rock

Yours very truly,

-

by

Clarence R. Paulson

24.,0
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STATE OF HMINNESOTA
Department of Conservation

DIVISION OF WATERS, SOILS AND MINERALS

September 25, 1970
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