


Introductions

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

https://www.tdktalks.com/introductions-key-productive-networking/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


What is our role?

• To facilitate the meeting(s) from a neutral position

• We do not have a vested interest in the outcome

• Provided background, and historical information as we 
know it

• Assist with the process to identify the issues you as 
residents have with the channel and eventually identify 
possible solutions.

• We are not here to provide an answer to the issues, we 
are here only to help you as a community to work 
together to define what that might be.



This is the first 
of a possible 

series of 
meetings

Jun 9, 2023: history of channel 
and discuss issues

July 6, 2023: discuss potential 
solutions to the issues  identified

TBD, 2023: discuss permitting 
with DNR/Army Corps

TBD, 2023: select a path forward



Expectations/Ground Rules

Generate as many ideas as 
possible

Be respectful of others’ 
ideas

Keep the conversation 
positive - no negative 

comments

Build off others’ ideas



Why just the tail?

The name “otter tail”
In 1750 the first explores in the area met with 
a band of natives on the shore of “Lac de la 
Queue de la Outer”, which translates roughly 
to the Lake of the Otters Tail. The name 
derives from the sand bar shaped like an 
otter’s tail where the Otter Tail River enters 
Otter Tail Lake (on the North East end of the 
lake) and now over two centuries later the 
otter’s tail sand bar is still there.

https://ottertailcountymn.us/history/


History – 
What we 

know



Floating the 
Logs

• In the late 1800's the logging industry used the Otter Tail River to move 
their logs. In the spring logs were "driven" down the Otter Tail River to saw 
mills in Frazee and Fergus Falls. Dams were constructed to raid the rivers high 
enough to float the logs. Once the water was raised to proper levels, the dams 
were released, rushing the logs downstream. Records in 1884 calm that a log 
drive occurred from Becker County to Winnipeg via the Red River (Otter Tail 
River) The drive began on April 28 and reached its destination on July 26, 
floating logs an estimated 1,760 miles.



Around 1900 name changed from Red River to 
Otter Tail River
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Otter Tail River Ordinary High Water Level: 1321.30 (MSL 1912) 
Period of record- 1919-2022

Recorded Water Level Elevations

Beginning Elevation: 1318.95 (07-18-1919)

Ending Elevation: 1320.63 (08-04-2022)

Highest Recorded: 1322.31 (08-01-2011)

Lowest Recorded: 1317.68 (12-18-1934)

Number of Readings: 3,691
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Breakout 
Groups

• Answer the following question:

• What are the issues with the 
channel?



Issues Identified by Citizens

• No flow after mid-June to July at south end

• Water gets stagnant, sandbar grows

• The original mouth is three times shorter distance than north mouth 
to deeper water

• Water fluctuates up and down

• Water stagnate in the wintertime

• Weeds from ag runoff

• Who controls the levels from the dams upstream?



• The weeds in the river, slows the flow of water, silt builds up

• If the first mouth is closed, would another break occur elsewhere

• Access and navigation 

• Water quality on south section is poor late in the season

• Riparian rights

• Weeds, muck, low levels, access

• Shallow spots, water quality, navigation

• Weeds in river, trash in river



• Lack of flow, unnavigable

• Wild rice infestation, zebra mussels, excessive watercrafts

• Rush lake dam-maintain as is

• Flow, navigation, vegetation, can’t get out

• Wild rice, water level fluctuations, sand and muck, rush lake 

• Weeds between both openings are a concern later in the season

• Wild rice is out of control

• South end is a nightmare later in the summer



• Channels clogged with muck and wild rice

• Flow, weed growth makes channel unnavigable

• Sediment in channel

• Ease of navigation

• Water fluctuation

• Floating bogs

• Lack of flow, too much vegetation

• Invasive vegetation?



Schedule Next Meeting
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